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One of the purposes of the Commercial Driver’s License
Program is to assure that all drivers who operate commercial
vehicles have the knowledge, skills, and abilities to share our
highway safely.

This manual has been prepared to help you pass the required tests
on your way to obtaining your Commercial Driver’s License
(CDL). By studying this manual and the Idaho Driver’s Manual,
you will be prepared to pass the knowledge tests. The skills tests
require that you possess this knowledge and can then
demonstrate that you have the skills necessary to share the road
safely with all drivers.

Idaho recognizes the professionalism that you bring to our
roadways and we appreciate your safe driving skills. By working
together, we can make Idaho’s highways safer for you and for all
highway users.

Sincerely,

DIRK KEMPTHORNE
Governor

Office of the Governor
State Capitol

Boise, ID  83701

DIRK KEMPTHORNE
Governor
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This manual and the Idaho Driver's Manual must both be 
studied in preparation for your CDL exams.  Both manuals 
paraphrase the language of  the Idaho Motor Vehicle Code.  
Courts go by the actual language of the code, not these texts.
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SAVE YOUR TAX $$$

Please -  Either keep this manual in your vehicle
for future reference or

RECYCLE IT

by returning it to your Driver's License Office.



License Type: Sections to Study:

1 2 3 4 5* 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Class A X X X X X X X X
Class B X X X X X X X
Class C X X X X X X X

Endorsement:
Hazardous Materials X
Double/Triple X X X X X
Tank Vehicles X X X
Passenger X X X X X X

*Study Section 5 if you plan to operate vehicles equipped with air brakes.

How  To  Use  This  Manual
Check the chart below to see what kind of Commercial Driver's License you need.

Does the vehicle or combination of
vehicles have a manufacturer's weight
rating (GVWR) over 26,000 pounds?

Is the vehicle a combination vehicle
towing a unit over 10,000 pounds

GVWR?
You need a Class A CDL.

Does the single vehicle have a GVWR
over 26,000 pounds?

Is the vehicle designed to carry 16 or
more people (including the driver)?

Does the vehicle require
hazardous material placards?

You DO NOT need a CDL.

You need a Class B CDL.

You need a Class C CDL.

You need a Class C CDL.

NOTE: A bus may be either Class B or 
C depending on whether the 
GVWR is over 26,000 pounds.

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes


